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1. Introdoction

it should be emphasized from the very beginning that
to talk about the politics of self-reliance iz not %o talk about
o strateegy of transition to something utopian, but to talk about
a process very mmch alive that takes place in the world today for
everybody to wateh, talk about and participate in - or Tight
against as meny do and more will do aa it gains momentum, Roughly
speaking it may already be a3 process that irvyolves arcund oite hiltlion
heman beings; 2 guarter of  tumankind in the active, forerunner
phane with the remaining three (uATvCcTE oh {he sidelings being
apathetic or talking aboui developmental rrocesses of yeatexyear.
Of this g billion Mmman beings . 7=500 million would be
Chinese; 1) followed by wmany of the pecoples in former Indochinaz
larze parts of Irndia and Sri Tamnka still towched by Gandhits
aarvodaya theory and pracitice; the juche af the Foople's Republic
of Forez (although more at the natienal than the 1unaliz}1nvels];
the start in Madapascar; eimiler attenpts in Ethlopias; the 1lm-
portant development in Albania; efforts ot increased local agelf-
roliscce many places in Western Burene, parzicularly in the Hordie
Gﬂuntriesfﬁ} and others scatiered zll over the world, unlnown to
' ug. , bacause nobedy has been trained to count this way - yet.
lMenee, the politics of gelf-reliance is on importsnt part of the
contenworary hisfory - an effort to vnde five gentuwries of deoen-

: dency on the West, to turn - the tide staried when Columius travalled
' West and Fa?c? da Gama Bast, and to work for & world where cach part
4

iz & centoar:
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2, An imase of s world of self-reliance

1T aelf-rolisnce is {ne antithesis of dependence, = juni
stoted, then there is scmothing to gain in undersfanding using the
Fnglish longuzge as a gulde, For "dependence” has two negalions in

English, bota of $hem implieit in $he ides of seit-velisnnca:

-ﬂ#f‘*“]"l.h-l

jndependence end interdepemdence.  The mezning of indzsendence is

antonomy, tint invaluable coobination of ge;P=conlfidence, a Ligh



ievel of self-sulficiency and foarlessness ouf of which invulner-
ability is forged., The meaning of interdependence is equity,

which means a style of cooperation that does not engender new
patterns of dependence. Very often this can best be done by ;
cooperating with ome's geographical neighbor - but there may De
aooizl neighbors further out in space., Thus, one might envisage

a future pattern whereby what today iz ealled a "developing" couniyy
would cooperate directly with "developing® distriets in rich
connbriss - the benefits being ghared egually as is the case in any
squitable relation. However that may be: +fhe truly antonomous

will never fear fo cooperate with othevs, imowing there i=s some-
thing to fall back upon in case the fies turm out to become S0
vertical that a deccupling hasz to tzike place again befores recoupling
cen be put on the political azenda because there has been suificient
system change. This is in no ssnse unproblematic:  the world hes L
mich experience with awntonbmy, and with dependencs - Ttut very 1itt13ﬂ
with the type of interdependence that cam be referred to as truly ;.
eguitatle aimply because the world went so gquickly from awtcenomy o

dependency on the self-appointed Western certer, and only now ia
evolving patterns of auntonomy in & context of = hipghly lnternnnnﬂctﬂl
world. We all have te learn, through practice.

Tmagine now that the wave of scli-reliance continwves,
ot unalzted (nothing ever does in homon affalrs) tut at an even
quicker pace then durizmg the last 25 years ané at all levels:
local, nationzl, regional, Yhat kind of world would we zet? It
wonld be s world with very many centers, but ne "eenter" in the
Wagtern zenne of eantrolling & periphery dependent on it, but In
tke Chivese sense of beirng the center of concern. Fach would he

largely self-suefficiert in fond - asawming a population disiribution
on the world peograpty consonant with this After fundamental '
restrucluring of patterns of ownership in the “emmtryaide” has

- taken place Lhis would, above all, be a prablem Iny the metropolitan
cities, zome of which would have to de-3evelor. Fach would be
self-reliant in the produection of whai is meecded for the other

tasic matcerizl needs: clothes, chelter, scuentional and modical
cquipment #nd persemnel. Fack would rave an ¢nergy system compa-
tibile witl the production for these neads, on a non-liooary DaCis. :
Boyond this lnore would be patiecrns of sxehnngz, bat not only
centered on oouds, 2loe on experlence, and always Lh & reciprocal
begin, And Top sll of this there would be zeveral levels of
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selfereliance, starting with individusls and small groups llke
fomilics (magnitude 10979, via fhe local(megnitude 10°-+) @

and the natiersl levels (magnitude 1{:15"? [Tg'nt:n the regional level
{magnitude 10 n}.fﬂ} On top there iz the planet itself which
so far has to be self-relisnt whether "it" likes it or not.

Roughly speaking this would be a world almost the coppeoedte
of the cne we have today with chaina of dependency rediating from
the metropoles in the capitalist (and to some extent alsc the soclaldst
West through 2 system of inter-nesting regions, nations and districts
dowvn =nd cut to the most remote rural village, usually ending with
an old, underfed, underclad, unsheltered, illiterate, perennizlly
dis-cased woman, exploited by everybody in circlee near and remote.
Just as the baszio key to the polities of dependercy iz to tap the
periphery of resouroes, through mechanisms of capital-drain, rﬂnuurde-
drain, body-drain and brain-drain, the key to ihe politics of aglf- |
rolisgnee iz to regain control over resourtes - oyver capltal ,TAW mavdexial
Iobor and the mosh precions of them all: human creativity. The
whole theory of self-reljiance hinges on one fundamental hypﬂtheais:E
that togeiher these resources censtitute a ressrveir, partly drained
away, partly misdirected, largely underutilized,that is gufficient
for the satinfaction of hwwan basic material needs all over the workd
~ even aftor a short time-zpan »f, say, five fto ifweniy-five years. i
Yhe neceasary condition for this, though, is leecal coptrol and ME 38 |
participation, conditione that at the same time give one of the !
keya to the smaiisfaciion of baslic non-material neecs: by boing the
mubiect of one's own need-satisfaciion; net an object, a client at
e end of a new dependemey chain, topped by manzgers of wvarious kinde.
In shorl - 2 very different world - &s diffewvent Lrom the world of
today a3 that world is from ¥he world pricr fo Colwnbus and da Gam,

%. oSeglf-rellance ﬁ&anﬁ strusle.

Thig latter statommmt has one implication at the same time
trivial =né terrilyingly importont: +the pelitles of eeli-reliapce
has beer and will continuc to be Tegisted. Tt will be & polisies: ﬂf
strgegle because of the vested interest in the present world order %
for thooe at the top,. This should not only be interpreted oateri-
ally, in terms of how the periphery iz treated zs a vast rese-voir

siphomed off in the direction of the minor swd major eemters, but

L _1_':..E

also nen-msterizlly in tormz of power 22 a hene CET Se. T D

resources of the peripneries of the world wers Te=ily esnivelled Ly
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them an released for their own purposes, a major restructuring of
the world would take plane.ig} Nowhere ia this seen sc clearly ae i
in the case of China: in 1948-49 a part of the slum generatesd mainly !
by the Western onzlaught; twenty-Tive vears later a cenier in 1ts-ntn?
right, a place no leader from the centor couvld afford to miss, and
not only to try to 2¢ll Wt to learn, in an efforte to understand
why and how a non=-Western center in the world could become 3 possi-
Pility. No wonder there 1z such an agreemernt that the only factors
usgd to explain the Chinese achievement ars "the Chinese culifure"
and "the five thoupand years of history" or "more than two thousand
az o unified state" - and 1itile or nothing fto the generalizable
elemmts in the strvsegle for local, national and regional self-
rellance., (1e) The prospect of & Latin American, an African, an
Arab, & South Asian sand & Southeast fsian center - to mention some
of the reglonal ones - in addiion to China must be less than heart-
warning for peorple used to thinking in terms of Washington, Lﬂnﬂpn,
Parias, Bosg Moscow and Tokye (with sub-Centers), singly or cambined,
as the centers of it 211, almezt by law of nature,

Glven thiz it 1z to he oxpectnd that tho strugsle for
self-reliance, initiztsd with the decolonlzation strugzles and
procezaes after the Second World war, will continue to be a bitter
ont, Thia doea not mean that 211 phases will be vieclent. But as
irportant as some notione of the strategies of gelf-reliance are
images of likely countere-strategies from the enemies of gelf-relizrce,
socas to be better prepared to weet them. The following is written
witk thisz double purpose in mind, with a particular view ol eluci-
fating the dialectic between atratesy and counter-strategy as the
strugsle Fains momentum - & dialectic which we shall zusume will
have its ups and downs. We are not heading for a nice linear , even
cxponentlal, growth in the phenomenon of gelf-peliance zround the
world; the resistance will alzo gain increasing momentum,

4. SHelf-reliahee needs a mulii-lewel ideolocy,

In the following we ahall asasume th=t peolities is a phe-
nomenon with phases, not neceszarily fewporal, that can be described
in terma of five compcnents: conscicushess=-formetion, meobilisation,
confrontation, struggle proper and trﬂnscﬂndence,f115where many poll-
tical offernzives get stuck after rumber ona, two, three cr fowr abd
never come Lo the crwoning achievement. We shall, further, maks uge of
the distincliion between the Iindividual 2nd colleciive {lecal,mational,
ragignal) ievels of self-reliznee, Yeeping in mind that non- SerTdtorial
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units (associstions, argenizations) may also act more or less
self-relisntly, And the first problem to be dealt with is conscilouss
ness-formation: Thow doss the prise de consclence, the inner awake= -
ning, take place? .

At this point let me switeh to first person singular rather
ther the editorial “we": I can zive my owm formula of how I gee my
ideclogy, one among numerons, of self-relisnce., I see it a8 a comboi+~
nation of some vision of human beings; of loecal organization,
particularly in its relztion fo the state; of the structure of
social interaction in meneral and economie production/eorsumption
in particuliar, and of internsiional relations. The ideclogy of my
yvision encompassss sone insights abont dimmer man found in buddhist
thinking in the Fast ond existentialist thinking in the Weal;
anarchist thinking on the significance of loeal autonomy; liboral
thinkine on freedom and cuber man I general - man in soclety;
marxist thinking on socisl atrucinre; anti-imperialiet theory and
practice from »eeccnt years; all of it tied together in ways that
would draw upom mudern veraiona of Tederallsm with gtrong cmphasis
on decision-making at $he lowest pozsible level, and tempercd with
ecological considerations of respeet for the envireonrents in selida-
rify with present and futnre gonercticms. Thus, it is more than
the ideasz contzined in the United kotieosns Frvironmentsl FProgramme,
of saiisfying the ipner 1imiis of maxn (the basle rozds) withoutd
transrressing the onter 1imits (20t by our Tinite earth}t12} - ATy
idenlogy of self-reliance would alzo have to f£ill in the hig in-
between with views on what to produce and how, how to distribmte it
and the kind of atructure mest likely to yield thess results.
Poue, wy ideclogy is a melti-level ddeology..’ I think it has
to be - For reasons to be spelt out below, it is irmspired
Ty, tui akso richer than any kind of neg-marxism Witk which it ia
somelimes confused, At the global level S0 ideology would today
heve meh in common with the dfanres talen by the Third World in
faver of restructuring internalienal relationg, and not only the
eoomnomic relations, A% the domestic level there would be mich
simtlarity with standard seeizlist thinkivz: nationulizavion of
some of the kev components in economic 1ife in order o asgore thas
the first priority in production, =znd in the uiilization oFf surplils,
im glven to the satiafaction of basie meterial needs for those most
ir. need. And at the local level ihere might be mueh similority with
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anarchist thinking, but alsc with liberal and even with some
capitalist practice, Tiumz, 1t is basic to the whole ida of
pelf-reliance that the locsl community is in command of its

awn repources that creativity, initistive -one might even say
entreprensurahip - are encouraged, Thisz can only happen in an
atmosphere of freedem, particularly freedom of expreusiun[15}

gp that people may fetch ideas and ins=ights and convert them
through discussaions into aomething ihat can be waed locally,

in a unit that may be like a federatiom of willages, a cliy
ward, anything with sowe promise of viability, prnvi&ing =
getting for participation end identilflcation. o It might even
be similer to ecapitalism in its emphasia on creat111ty and ini-~
tiative, but highly dissimilar in its ermphasis on mass partici—
pation (+hus, the “entrepremeur" would not be a private individusl
or the top management in a privete or state corperation, but The
participants in the community),ard its emphesia on an equitable
pelation with othor units, To produce one would =mot start by
greating a periphezy drom whieh eapital, regources apd human
labor, skilled ani wnnlkilled covld be drawn (either by moving

it 81} to the center, or by letting standardised forms of pro-
duction take placc in the peripheryl. COne would start with whet
is aveilatie locally and bnild from there in eircles of equitable
exohange,

To many an ldeclogical stomee of this type would look
25 "golecticlsw", meaning that there is 2 ecrtain newness to
e ecotbination. If*eclectic® iz = pejorative term, it shounld
stand for some zort of vnirtegrated combination of ideclogiecal
clements with no real world visbility or feasibillty when trans-
1ated into practice, Given the Chinege exparience 1t would be
hard to level such accewzaticns =t ideslogics uf.this nd, That
it i3 & confusing combinatiocn for minds frained on econsiderably
narrower bmds in the ideological epectrum is ancther, tut hardly
zo interesting matter, This has soosthing to do with corTain
hoabita fn Western thought: the tendency to single out for atten—
tion & very limited range of varisblen and btuild an jdeology
sround them -~ to the exeluzion of all others - assuming that
charces in théde varialbles will have large-ncale repercussions
throughout the zyatem. Thes, marzist thinking has been as

mesmerizad bty the idea of colleotive cwnership of the means of
produesion 2s libersl 3hinking by the opposite - private, balanced

e
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competitive ownership - neither of them able 49 see how the
syatem they promilzate have btoth been put at the disposal of
the state system that matured in the world after the "peace"
of Westphalia in 1642, making them in faet very aimilar. Eoth
of them have azssumed that the loecal and international levels
will somchow $ake care of themselves once the  national levels
are set right. Boih are essentially single-level ideclogies.

In the present version of selfl-~relisnce thinking there
is no such assunptlon. Bather, ome may be impressed by the exient
to which the loecsl, nalional and internaticnal levels of action
can work at cross-purposes with each other if tho develooment
of tuman beings 1s fthe yardetick and not, For instance, nstional
arprandizement, Vore particularly, self-rsliance theory
ard proctice shoukd never be referred fo as gueh il 1T degene-
raton inte single ievel self-veliznes omly. This point will now
be epelt out, A9 an antedote to truncated self-reliance thinking.

he Higher level zelf-reliance not sufficient for lower level
peli-rel lance.

Imagine regionsl sell-reliance ia implemented at the
1evel of the Phird ¥World as & waole, at some continental lewvel
or at sub -~regioral levels. Tn practice Shis would meam full
control over Third world faectors, and productlion for and by
Third woxld groups, But which grouns? Given the present world
atricture the eenter-periphery gradiecnts are all there o e used
by the strongest among today's poover (on the average) covntries.
Thug, regional self-relisnec might protcet the Third YWorld against
gependence om the Tirst and second worlds (and for that reason be
sirongly resented by thew), tut would not offer any protecilon
asainegt penetration by tosBrestls, the Irans end the Inddian, and
(3till to come) the Wigerias. Fne sub-imperial connections of
todxy may beeone the raw matorizsl for forging the frerial conice-
tions of lomorrow; the legic would be the same, so would the
tosic mechanisng -~ in some coren inelwding wisions of & mission
civilisatrice , eg., based on myths or realilles about empires
of the past. {as in the Iranisn casel.

Correavondingdy, natioval self=relionce, if implemented,
wodld net mcet the i1l cither, Im dsct, this is what nany

naiionarist regines have przcticed, cg. oz the basig of tha
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theoretical refionale given by the physaioersts, todey in the
form of "economic nationalism",., Whether they are regimes pur-—
portedly to the right or to the left, the result is often the
Cgame: incressed centralization, The arpument above may be T
peated one level lower down! national zelf-reliance may. serve
ag & proteotive skield against penciration from other covntries,
t at the same time leaves The domestic scene as open Lo explo-
tation of the masses by the nationsl elites as before. In sole
casas thoey may also uze the dependency chainag set up in colonial
{yezterday) and neo-colonial {today) %times az raw materizl out

of whizh z0lid exvloiiative ztrectures way be forped for tomorrew,.
National self-rellance a3 sn ideclogy, for instance, is compatible
With exehange with others at the =zzme level of technical devel-
ocpment (whatever that may mean in precice terms), ~Bat, there
will be the tewrpfation to have {the popuiaficon produce for exporis
rather than for their own needteztigfection, partly because it is
easier to control economic euyplus in the form of woney {(and other
Tinanelal instrumerts) passing throush the national tanks than in
the Torm of gnadﬂ produced loeally, partly becauzz tne surplus is woTE
335113 converted in weys deecided by natiomel elites.. ' . .

. . The difference between rTightist and leftigt regimEs

cin this commzetion would meinly be. theoreticsl and measurable
in the froguency ol siotements to the effect +that this iz zll
in the ftrue intcroest of the messes, Tt is usuelly the rural
populasion tkat wiil sufifcr nmost becanze they are lezst able to
Ligivt cack: +{hey are lesgs organined due to their geltlement
pattern and the wgy they are iied fo sowe pinicwn production of
theilr own food (one reason why it is in ihe interest of the natic-
nal clitea to kKeep this zesidusl produciion), 2nd because the
elitos may save the cities througn imported feocdst ffs, thereby
rrotecting themaelves apainst delivery strikes on the part of the
mral population. It is also seneradly wronmg to Lelisve that 1%
in ganxler to fight one’s own ¢iite than forcign~besed ippericlism,
for in the latter czse the nsvional bourgeoisic mey side with

the manoses in A war of natiomsl liberction, The same applies to
Local zelf-reliancet we know too muc* aboud vililages and groups
of viZT:r nen be agsuee, pullibly, that fhe villzre Lefd fo itzelf
wild T £ oidisce where butian needs are owtematieally satizfied,
Iocel sell-relisnve moy pretoet thce villege sgainnt Lhe naro mitic
elempants in the nation, foday perlaps zbove 2Ll notiornl plarning
alites o plun "for the country as & wihole" and "net for paio-
chial inmteorests", 4 sif4ing suroluz towards the urban, industria-

P T L
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lized, commercislized and turesucrdtized center. But this would
at the ssie  time leave the viilaga open for exploifation of the
weak by ihe strong, the strong being those who control two basic
preduction factors: capitsl (zocds) and land (in the age of slavery
they even controlled human labor, tut discovered that there are
afdvantages in relaving control a 1iittle, just as they later dis-
covered that they could also give uwp the control over land as long
as they keep the control of mesns of production}. Hence we are
thrown Ttack at the bottom level: mass participstion and iIndividual
self-relinnees, and the obvlous soecialist conclusion that there haa
to be loecal contrel of all local factors of prﬂduntiﬂﬁqﬁj

No deubt the polities of mass participation ultimately
means $hat the masses take the power in their own handa, including
the means of production, and start producing for their own needs.
Thiz may not reguire & revolvption strictu sensu; often some form -
of cooporative movenent wonld be both necessary and sufficient
t0 gain suffieclent contrel, Det it weuld imply 2 provision for
loecnl deciaion-making en the vagis of direct demweracy. Toer
unit to whieh this decision-waking would =pply would be one which
containeg & lfficicnt smonnt of ecomomic life io offer a guaranteed
mindten material baszis in terms of basic material needs. This iz (16°
where local self-reliance differs fundsmentally from self-manasement
(auto-zestion). 7The latter implies generzl partieipation, and

direct democracy in deeision-nmzking ie a unit of production
(s farm, a factory, a firm); gpelf-rclisnce lmplies eonirol, in-

cluding decision-waking, over the entire economic cycele. 0n theasx
tasls - and here we regosmize the marxist concern with an zdequate
materizl basis — o whole edifice of activities and institutlons

in octher gocial ficlds can be constyrueted, eg. Tor culture and
what today is called "leisure®, bui more profoundly inteprated
with work, mot lept in separate comportwents as In our sectordally,
orpanized, segmented societvies.

£, Tower leovel sclf-reliarnce not aplfficient for hickov level
selli-reliafcd.

We can now repeat the argumentation agalnst single level
sell~reliarce, this time worliing upwards, Tohus, lecsl zelf-
reliance iz mot emough, Fwen 1F each comntinity would have the
idyllie charzeter attrituted to it in uiopian literature in peneral
and the anarghiszt litersture in porticulsr, integesting Tarm and
2ctocy Ior inﬁtﬂncﬂ,ﬂT} at lesst two problems ave rot solved.

“ e
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In a future world consizting of 150.000 such communities rather

[ R P

than 150 states as &t present, about eqgual in power, a system
based only on what today would be called local self-reliance might ¥
be visble. But that is mot our world. Iz the werld of today ]
the local community czn be kept going on such a basis as long as
there is sufficient normative fervor and normetive production
locally, in addition to inspiration from the cutside. But it may
erumble due to outzide influence az soon as the ideclogical pro-
duction ig reduced to a trickle and routine gets in, &8 Was 5eED
“cleariy in the hippie commmities of the 1960s (but lesz =0 in
the Eurcpean communes of the 12703, maybe perhaps they do not
have the same pretensss of being a0 all-ethracing). In the world
of %today the transnationals and other forcea will move intc an
unprotected local commanity with its demonstration effecte Doth
on the production and the conmsumption sides, and the stronger
commmity might 2lso very eazily preveil upon the weaker cne.
Certainly, this may also be true in any foture world: anarchiat
thought has always been weak on the problem of how all these com—
mnities are to be integzrated into a reasonally peaceiul whole, jugt
a3 not much work haa been devoted the relation between local and
national planning in a self-relisnk society.

7. T™he role of the siate.

Henge, local self-reliance can only beocone o practice involv-
fng the great majerity of the population in a setting of national )
selfopelisnce. Uoncrctely +hls means not only the negative - VeTy
inportant ard diffieult thowgh - that it iz the tack of the ztate
"wndar a program of natienal zelf-rellance not to stand in the way
when the leesl commmities try to develop on & self-rellant baslie.
Fhope apre alfo & pumber of peositive functions that can best be
"performed at the national level. Thus, there will alwaya be zoma
coconomlic eycles that will transcend the local 1evel. The production
of fertiliger does not only have to be according to local blogse
formalas; there could also be Some Boope ior chesicad plants In
additian to thaxt. Pot such cyeles should bo under collectlva
coltrel by peovle accountable o the wazzes af fected by their
decision. In other words, there skeuld be direct eomirol of the
manacers of zuch natiomalized piants, nat pmly Indirectly Dy coli-
trelling (election-wise, on an izmsitituiionzlized baziz) the politi-

elans who presumably cootrol the managers, The system knowm as
onlf-mzracenent™ is inseffieleat for tois purposc for the simple
reanon that managers and workers in such plants may have a jolnd
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interest in sharing the spoils  that acerus to them from exploiting
othar parts of the sconomic GFEIE.[1B} Neiter parliamentary elections,
nor workers' control heve proven themselves suflficient. The Chinese
pattern, or non-pattern, of "culdtural revolution" ifis probably betier
ot difficult to insiitutionslize Decanse the moment that happens

it iz Jost. Needless fto zay, the pattern would not go well with
Wegtern paradigms for nation-building hesed on ellte-confirolled

and predictable institutions with little =mcope for sponianeity!

" Obviously, there is also the task of the national center

to provide a good infrastructure for any cooperation hetween the
local units. The transportation snd commmication networks of a
dependency-oriented country iz being mech lesa centralized. Ine

of the first tasks of a national government that goes in for seli-
relisnce would be {0 use surplus fto build roads between outlying
villages, conmectipng the periphery with the periphery B0 Az fto.
nermit Inter-dependence on Tthe bagiz of conecenirie selidarity -
giving second priority toe the roads and tele- commumication con-
ngciing the carnital wiith the district capitels and the district
capltals with zome"rellable” center in the villace = as iz done

in megt cowttries vodsy. Thus, it 1s naive to belicve that a
dcdieation to self-relleance doez not have profound effects also
at Tha national level:. 1t 1z net only for the state to retire

in favor of a laisser faire villoge'icm, Even if only the bicyele
and an imroved wheelbarrow {(rubber wheels of the same type as the
bicrcle, 2 handle that iz compatible with ercet welking). 1In some
eases this will have to be subsldlged from the national level,
espreially  in the mouniains where road-building may be absoluntely
eanentizl, yet far deyvond local means { an example being Sierra
Haratra in Cubal.

tut thevre ie alsc angther very imporiant funcetion for
the state to fullill, and a much more protviematic one, Ajthough
the relations btetween the local unlts may ve equitable, they may
noet be squal. No unita expledits the other, wui they may differ
n their "factor-endowmeniz", nome having more , some less of poten-
tial and setwval nen-human znd humsn resources, Thus, one unit
may be muclh more able 45 inspire and be izssired by the fAasses
50 85 to releasz ereztlvity bevood the eritical ireshold. They
may 11 practice "serve the people", but roi all practise “trust
the peaplea" — those thet 2o may digeover trat thoy are smply
rewgrded. tence, there if gocoape for the gtete to intervene at
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gome point to prevent tihwe most swecesful from converting their
gurplug into toolz of inequiiy. A state based on a very low level
of loecal sclfi-reliance may have the centralized burcauncracy and the
power apparstus needed to take Trom the rich {individualzs) and
give to the poor (individieals) throush laxation and welfare atate
practicesz; = selfereliant countzy may not have thiz power to
intervene, The units fto be put on & more equal footing are no
lenger individuals but the Jloeal unii=z, To tax them cnllecti?elj
and tranzfier to the less fortunate mey harm the self-reliange ol
rich and poor elike; rnot to do 8o may lead to dostructive
imbalanees, & Chineae apswer here, in an effort to overcome this
contradiction, iz to have the richer communes trenafer the surplus
irto the fnduatrial sector which iz more centrally controlled
{apart from the countleas very small "factories™), and use the
conlrol over the Industrial sector fo level off Inogualities.

In & courtry where 20% work primarily in sgrdienltere thia may be
an angwer -~ at least for gome time - i1t 13 net in a country where
lezs than 20% werk In agriculturn. Xence: here ie not only the
acope, tut the burning need for acelal creativity:

Thuz, self=relianece at the mstionzl level consiats in more
than assuring the conditions for sutosomy of the snits 2t the loeal
level and zr gguitnble pattern forexcharge and cocperation of
thrir cnoice,. The stste will slsec have o supplement and ecmple—
ment loczl produwction patterns, at least te the exient that tho
"eeonomy ol goniles" doetrine hss zome substonce to it and iz nnt
nerely & ideology to protect cxoAnsionism and sertralizatlion.
Particwlearly important bhere is the production of lsbor-saving
devices to aveid wnnecessarily hard are degrading work, Then the
svate may have to play soms= new equalizing rele, PFinelly, the
gtate will have to provide the protective shield apminst outside
penotravion, partly by producing its own ideology., Some ol this
wil: 3ave 1o ocowme frow the mutisnal centers to stert with (the
maAnes having been deprived of self-confidence cnd seing tapped
Tor Tesources for foo lorg a time), nartly by producing for satis-
Teciion of paterisl nceds on o notions]l ceelo $3i11 loenl units are
in & positich t9 éo so themzelves 31l over fthe couniry {which will
taire time pivven e strength of the center-rroriphery Erodients
irgide the cuuntry], and partly by providirg nationsl delense
goainagy Interventionisn of warious kinds that will €Ty Lo
dentroy emerging patlerns of self-relisnpe. The defenzercy Do
non-riititary o military, natlensl (conventicnsl, "modops” aTry }



or local (guerrilla) - prefersbly zll four combined in 2 web of
determination and will o survive that in and by itself iz self-
reliance.

Eut once moret national self-reliance, particularly in
the Third World, is not enough., Most of the national uniis are
too =mall and weak alone, measured against the giants In the
Western center (and Japan). Like loeal unite they can foo ensily
be conquersd from the center when they are alone , fragmented and
mareinelized, with lack of any self-confidence, dependent (or so
they believe) on the csnter for materisl and nen-materizl goods
and services, partly paralyzed by fear (which i= not strange, given
the intorventionism to which the Third World - including the small
countries in Eastern ¥urope ~ has heen exposed in the years aliler
the Sceond werld war). MNe doubt the way out here is selidary
aetion: the repional self-relismee of the Third World and sube
groups, partly working for morce equitable paiierns of exchaomge,
partly working for a higher level of antonomy (in the economic
field 4his has fokron the fortr of action for better toxrms of treds
and increased processing the Third world, zo_far). It is unnecessary
4o repeat that the OFRC action ¢ould not have been pulled off by
ohe oil-rroducing country zlome, a8 unnecaseary as it ia fo state
the obvicus: the CMED action showe with all possible elarity that.
repional self-relisnes ie not enongh. And that brings ws back o

the first chain of rczsoning against single level self-reliance,
Troin The higher ftowards the lower lewveld.

8, Sell-relispce as a thres-vroneced dyneonic zooroach

Evidently, then, the awswer, and this ia the Jdoctrire

of seli-relianece if there iz any, is to combine all {three lovels
-~ txe regional, natiomal =md loezl levels — in a threo-pronged
approach with the dovclepment of huen belngs everywbere as the
poat. bBut thiz iz a genorsl mtroategic conzideration, how 1B i
converled into poliiical taetics? More preoeisely, 12 it is im-
rossible to 4o 21] $hrees at the same time, which level shouwld be
given the priorily? Toez one otzrt with individuel prize de

oonseience, or with moeilization, econfrontstion, Tight at the

leent, or the national, or the regional levels? 3
i
The apswer toe thiz eapmet come oul of generai, thecretical]

soecylationsz. Tt a2ll Genends en the "political situation®, ‘




Put that, in turn, is not only a guestion of some ohjective
ciroumstances; it also depends on subjective geal-seiting, on
conncsiousnens=formation, on level of mobilimation. The political
situation offers an opportunity for confrontation only when th?re

% a minimm of consciousness and readyneas to aet, Thus, the
October 1973 war was an objective situation that helped inecrease

" the level of Arab selidarity. Many of thase Arab states in which
the Arab nation is divided were and are oil-producing couniries, but
none of this would have meant anything if they had not bhad - for
some time at least - 2 vision, 2 geol of substantizlly improved terms
of trade. They had, and they used the mobllimation trought about

by the sonfrentation over some other issuc to inject the geals of
their consciousnsss into the siruggle = no doubt leading o some
kind of partial franscendence of the world order. In other cases
bolh consciousness snd mobilization may be there wailling Tor an
ppportunity to lsunch a confrontation (eg., when some old mam,

some gymbol of some anclen részime disa socislly or biologically . :
411 piner cowbinations may also be mesninginl except two: congcioug-
ness without =ny aection [the other four}, or actlon without any
congciopnmoss. DBut thess are not given, static entitiez, they
develop ag the process unfolds iteelfy dislectically, mot lineardy.

The rconclusion Trom all this would be to =eize opoportunities

whem they arisa, meaning when the forces favnfing devendency ara
woezlk - whether ot the loecsl, national or internationsl levels.
Tecently internaticpal aection has perkaps been most conslstently
dvnamic, or at least this 1a the iomnge given by the preas, always
catering to the elite levels, Thimd world elites have pxhibited
romaT¥able solidarity, and throwgh their actions and organizationa

(3rowp of 77, the nmon-alignhed) have succeeded in changing the
thinking, to some extent alao the practices in the worid coonoinic
oTder. TPut the solidariiy extonds to the level of regional self-
yeliance only, The moment there 13 any falk of natioral seli-
rolianee the covntries whose elites prefer to stay in the capitallst
syaten (But on bpetter conditiens) differ sharply from those with
5 mare nocizlist orientation. And suomg the lntter there is a
mimilar distinction beilween those that feel nationzl seli-rellance
iz erous® ond thosze thadt inelude the sien - towerds leosl sell-
peliszce arn their pelities) spemda.  Whoreos wpany Third wordd
pounlrinn today are Meving towsrdas coze patierh of national dell=
ralismoe in the zenne of maticmelizing sowne keoy irduwsicicn
{vepall; o owut LRem under sbe contrel of tae militazy rualeTs

af the ceuantry, only a Few ean be said to steer the gurphis




gyastematically in the direction of those most in need, and among
“them only a handful may be sakl to go in for loeal self-reliance.
Together, however, this Yhandful"™ of countries with othersz at

the local levels added fto them, may comprise as much as a'quarﬁer
of Yumanity = as pointed out in the introduction.

Should one then argue azainst the New International
Egonorie Order which cbviously represenis self-reliznce at the
regional level only, with some excuraions inte the national level
and with no mention of the Iocal level,for of the individual human
beings with their . needs and geals? o, It should be seen as
one among meny necesegary btut not sufficient steps, adding up
to a process of fight ageinst dependency. I{ came about becausze
the International level provided betier opportunities for ceniron-
tation than the other two levels;with the leps developed countries ”
more conscious and better mobilized than ever hefore and the .other
pide delegitimized and idea—empty. .The VTietnam wars served o
4 eveal the true nature of the Western world, divided into. thoae “whe

}the k¥itling, and those who supovorted them and those wao failed

to protest before it was clear that the Vietnarmese were defeating
the "most formidable power the world has cver seen’. O course,
there have alse been epenings at the netional and local levels,
izt writh the exception ¢f Chira ond the {foraer Indochina comniries
less spectacular in rooert yesrs, oubotantial progrest has boen
made a2t the national lovels, thiouglh, in such countries am the
Feople'sa Eﬂpublic'nf Eoren and Cuba = but these three examples to-
gethgge? fidiﬂat& that it may be advantasecus lTor a couniry o
have s philisopher ze leader rather than & leader who feels ezlled
upon io give "o the spot gwidones” on snrthing from chicken
breeding to factory lay-cutz. hat ia lefl for the local nopue
latiom tut "o do = die", if net in = war tattle at least io

the tettlo ef preduction, when the lesdership is in $he hond of a
(zclf-appointed) vniverszl geniuns?

Huzving & positive attitude o HIEQ az a pert of a meca more
eompreheraive orocess dees nod, or shovld net, make uz blind to
it weaknesses, tHoush. Mor insgtance, very soon the lirst and gecond
worlds may discover that Phird Vorlé eclidarity iz to Yhelr advan~
toge, Tor it mesns that the msjoriiy— which rejests Toh national
ard Jlocisl gelf-reliarnce - will ouldo L$The goclallst minoriiy among
the Ynird Werld couhtries, Doth of the wore slasziczl {Bovied) atrle
and of the more recent {fhina-style} varicties. This, in tnrn,
hén the obvions concoguets & that the focus will be on the Tira
wowld as s whole, tot on restruciuring or crna?iﬂg eyl otTruiohilen



among Third world countries and inside them, And this, in turnm,
gives for the capitalist West a chance fo reappear ina new guise,
using their suwbsidiaries in the Third World uwnder the name of
nationalised companies for the tranafer of technology etc., ox
through the formla of joint ventureﬂ.{zn} Doing so the patterna
of dependerfy ecan be recreated, and the wasting of resources for
the production of non-basic material gooda in a2 way that also
counteracts the basic non-material needs can continue more or
loza unabated. After all this is more or less what happened in
Fastern FPurops and in the Soviet Union, and since these countries
will have to turn their failure fo develop more genuine patierns
of gocialise into a viriue, they will probably even support such
vractices and centimne to argue in favor of incressed lrade even

when it can be shown to be anti-~thetical to development as con-
melved of heve! satisfaction of humap needs for those most in need.

Cleartiy, %o the Western countrics this is preferable to
countries that go in for genuine national gelf-relisnce, not $o
mention those that add to this a pattern of loeal self-rellance -
although even betder was tho pro-UNCTAD patiern, As a HDHEEQ“EHEE+
it may be prodicted that Third world solidarity will bresk up, fork
beyond a certain point fthat may already have been reached) it !
becomes regressive rather than progressive.After that aclidarity
ammg Third world countries that go in for matimmal self-reliance, .
and countries that olso go in for locsl self-relishce,nay see '
the light of day, #nd beoecomg inportant fecfors even when they are
net zeozraphicz]l neighbors, This may =lso serve to highlight the
probleme of national and lgcal self-peliznec ratler than the
perennial theme of "terms of trade” {2 very linmiting approach
anyhow), and serve o push more countrics into more advanced
development patterms, If this hanpens the continned need for Thind
world solidoxity in anether ficld will becovo evidentt the soli-
daxlty in case of invention will have to proceed from the verbal
ztage (and the TN voting forewla) 4o concreie actlom. "interventimy
it ono of va erpanda the pattern of self-reiiance iz attack on :

ua 11" will have to be pelitical formila, leading to collective
defensze.

Tkuag, in the years to come, Third world soiidarity
will prouably atrerngtien and wesken at the same time - Tut in
differeni Tields. It iakes 1ittle imagination ifoday to envisage
& Third “fmrid Secrelariat, for ingtance having the Third World

e

Forum an caec of its sowrces of iwmspiration, Bul & scoreiariat

I.'
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of that kind, doing for the Third World what OECD snd the

EC Commissicn does for the capitalist world {(backsd by such organi-
zatinns as the Trilateral Commisaion) would slso guickly reveal some
of the cracks in the solldarity, particularly if (or when) the
Bresils, Irsns and Indiss start behaving like the big powers have
done in the UM since its inception., There iz sls=o the problem af
imbalances in the production of development intellectuals: high in
Zmtin America and Zouth Asia, low elsewhore, Dut the point to De
made iz that these are problems that will have to be faced. The
contradictions will have to come up to the surface and be handled
by the Third World itszelf,

I% is aasumed that an the regiomal level of sclf-reliance
matures and gzins momentum, the other levels will atso come intg
motion throvghout the develeoping world. Ome reason tiis 13 so is
negative: it will very soon become evident that the level of living
of the masases does not neceszarily improve with such measures &8
nationalization of key industries beczuse the basic distritution
structure remaing the same, Another reason is positive: the achieve-
menta under self-reliant regimes will continue to gain recopnition,
a5 has been the ease with Chinz, and 1t will be mors: difficult for
other regimes not to make at lesst 2ome =ieps in the seme direction,
Fore Some time to come, however, the movemeni will tend to get siuck
at the level of national aelf-reliange, if for no other reazona
becaree the soeizl group most capable of overthrowing a capitalist
rezime in favor of national soeif-reliance iz 1likely to be the armed
forees, who aro also the most cevable of resisting attenpis towards
autonerny =zt ine ilceal lovels; especially iff thore is sn ethnic com-
ponent in thnt strugegie. In many covniries, consequently, the
polities of self-relisnce will for zome timo educe to the npolltics
of wkat happons irside the armed forces, hetwoen those recrultled
from the national periphery (often the army) and those that are
coming from the cernter and have a more profeszionzl, less populist
vizion of develomirent (ususlly everrepresenicl in the navy ard in
the armed forces), DSo far the world has no ¢ oserience with a
mopular worising essinet a nationsl, even goclalistie government
with impeceable anti~imperialigt eredemtials - excepd, perhans,
in Festern Europe. That experience will soown he part ¢f coniempo-
yary biztory, In all prokabiliiy the cxpericane will te that it is
more, Lot less difficult do fight a well entrinchad, self-righteous
nprogressaTe” nations]l elite 1ran it was to Jighl the old imoerialaint
annfigurasions - ameng other roasons beeause .o many ol the natlonal
eliters exe o the »rogressive side in that goomEgle.

e m amomm wmLc mkmaw oaa .

e e e e e
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9, The reaction of the capitalist world

What will be fthe reaction fo 211 this in the capitalist
West? In the begimning - meaning now - they will watch from the
side-lines, refer to self-reliance as a "fad", and try to debunk
it with frequent references to returns to the Stone Ages and the
Middle Ages.{zg} The basic message, "we are going to set our own
goals and choose or own means'" will not be lost - but will be
received with a mixture of disbeliefl and anger., The rapid?ﬁ} gains
in the living standard of the poorest in the poor countries will
be measured not against the misery they are eseaping from, but
ggainst the living levels attalined by the richesat in the rich
countries of the world on the bazis of ecenturies of exploitation,
Like marwism In its days, self-reliance will be debunked as
"an idecleogy of lefitisi intellectuals in Weztern Europe, the sons
and daughtersz of directors and professors, sometimes joined by
their parents, something one can afford when one is rich, not
when one is poor® ¥4)  Chey will tie wp enthustastically with
thoge in the Third world who feel that sell-reliance iz gomething
second elass, 411 the evidence to the conir rﬁ, ggpecially based
on comparison of pairs of similar ﬂﬂuntriuégﬁ will be discounted
ag based on special circumstances: all failures and nesative
experiences will be seen ag typical, Sinee Western eliftes have
dene thiz continously gince 1917 there is considerable expertise

availasble in writing commentary of that kind, I+t wi%% ?E put to
5

work in thae mass median feoetories of human disconoern

For s pelf-reliant country in other paxris of the world
thiz no lenger watters: they are not taking their leads Iron
gtatus quo oriented Western ideclogy production, Just like the
pinimam task of the state is no¥ to impede movne towards locoal
self-rellance {aa leng as #uch moves are compatible with the
aglf-reliasnce of other unilz), the minimem task of the Vestern
genter is aot to stand in the way. This will be hzrd on &1l the

 "developmeet asencies", a blooming industry in the ¥Yest providing
jobs Tor beremucrats and professipnale, »ew outlets for grecss
capital, even under governmental guarantes, #nd a sooeth continu-
ation of Yezternt colonial practices in extending the life erphotancy
of role: & missionary, benefactor, adminisftrateor of ether peoples,

and largse-scole panipnlator,

_ Frier gelf-reliance there is s5tIll somn scope for "ﬂbveln;—r
mend sanlctones!, tat of an endirely éiferent lrirds
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- ag an effort to restructure their own productive
machinery so as to make it less dependent on factors
from, and markets in, Third world countries,

- as a joint exploration of the technologies of local
self-reliance,particularly making experiences in
communities in rich and poor couniries visible to
each other,

= ag a supolier of some means; particularly untied
grants, for some of the programs under national
gelf-reiiance,

- gome functionz in conneotion with regional self-

reliance, ag. in comneciion with integrated commeodliy

programs -~ pogsibtly also extending some help in

eonneckion with the redirection of trade.
One fortunate patiern in fthe Western world where thio i=m concerned
ig the competition smong development agencies, with the Inich,
Swedish and Canadisn afencies leading the field in ywnderstanding
gelf-reliance and rejecting zome of the development aszistance
practices of the 1950z and 19605, However, the Vest doss not
1like fto be reje?tad, particwlarly not in what the West perceives
ag EElIlEEEﬂEER.EE} The reswrlt may easlily be the interventionlst

agegreasivensss so well Imown from the post Second worid war. era.

Fowever, as dangeroug as the conventionsl form of develop~
mont assistance - a ciear antlthesis i self-reliance because it
leads not only to dependence on more aid bat also €0 a habit-
forming pattern of interaations! begging. (China was the firsi
to get out of that)-iz the possidbility of the capitalist comntries
investing in .self-rellance. Tho slegan ip a good one, it hos
apped and is sewantlcally closc to the capitalist ld2agfMself-help",
The atupid capitalist ia the one who fights this and atimelates
hia country to engage in military, political, economic and
cidtural Interventiconizt pragtices: the clever capitalist is the
one who epiles on praogressive groups to get ideas and sharts
warketing eguipment "for your melf-relisnee",” 4o help overcome
the firat hurdles." Much of this could be compatible with nmew
orientations in the field of lechnical agzistance, adding wp to
a Tich package of "if you can't llck'em, join'em" elements that
mzy consliitute the moest dangcerous form of atiack.

A more Bubtle form with sowe of the fame consequeltces
misni come from the politiesl left in ithe center countries of
today's world dominafes . gtructure, with offere to serve as
catalysts in the provess needed to wnderlake a structural change.
Unless thevs is a clzar program for phascd withdrawal,or a genuine).
petiers of joinizg the local communiifes, such practices oLy




- 20 ~

amount to a2 contir ation of the dependency structure. The
obvious alternative would be for such groups %o promote self-reli-
‘ant strpctures in their own territorial or non-territorial
environment, thersby alse weakening the power of those very
game center countries to intervene in wealer countries moving
" towards self-reliance, This is important because one of the
most obvicus implications of 2 program favoring local and
national self-reliance would be to reject technigues that
presuppose that other local, national or regional units are
esst in the rolesz of delivering the raw materials or the raw
1abor . But. such policies tend to be reaisted:

10, GSelf-reliznce in eapitalist countrles.

At this point, howsver, another factor enters the
#lobal politics of self-raliance: efforts in tho same direction
in the Tirst and second worlds. In overdeveloped countries the
euphoria in rediscoevering the local commmily, apricuiiural work,
forms of togetherness that ave productive, not only consumptive,
in ghort self-relipmes in its various marifestations ic now
guite well lkmeown lo many. What i3 not so well knmown iz that
there may soon be similar movements under way in the aecond,
thne conventiohzl soelamlist world. CGenercusly interpreied, even the
call at the 25th congress of the cormunist pariy in the Soviset
Union for more emphasils on non-materlal aspects of 1life may offer
some openings in this direction. Giveon the propensity ol these
sountries to imitate the Vest 1 Is l1ikely that inspirztion may
come from  lefilst theory and practie in capitalist Weatern
Furope rather than from an othesr membter of the soelalisd ol ity -
gﬂ%ﬂ?cﬁﬁr tke soelalist eounirles kave grest difficulties learning
The Second wordd iz blinded by feaw and Westeyn superderity
cnﬂplrres{ET} that scoma to take on a ﬂp&ﬂlal marxict form, secusing
thers of catering to petly-bourgeois clements andt inclinaticms in
the Chincae peasantry.

Thee, in the richer paxris of the world the motivaiion
pattern for self-reliance will be dlfferent. Vhat in the Third world
iz @ necensity, a matter of servival, of life and death, because
other formn have beswt proven so wanting, even ¢atsstrophic, iS in
the Pirst world a way both of gebting out of waterial overdevelop-
mert ard non-paterial underdevelopment., It ia partly stimalated §
¢y the increasingly well dmowm negative aepsets of modern inﬁuatriﬂl
sotieties, partly by visionc of gomething better, of a higher '



- -

guality of life because the material standacd of living may Ge
somewhat reduced. A% the same time it also offers solution To
the obvious problem of double—edged dependence: 1t is not only
Third world countries that are dependent on imports and exporis;
First world couniries depend egually much on exports and impords,
and the solution is self-reliance,

As the Third world becomes decreasingly available for
the old expeitative trade patterns, the First world produection
volume becomes increasinly disproportionate o the demand. The
pld methods, %0 increase the markets in space through more or less
imperialistie practices,and the markets in time through fads and
plexmed obaolescence have served the system well, but the 2scond
one will alsc be decreasingly avallable as Western consumers
mature and become less manipulable - in other werds more seli-
reliant. Execces production leads o well-lnown problems; one’
of them being structural whemplo¥rent. Iut there are several
solutions to the problem of exceaz production, all of them compa-
tible with more self-reliant patterns of life in the overdereloped
euntelos;

~ keep productivity, tut reduce the working houra &6

ag to introduce opportunivic: for meech richer life-styles,

- reduce the productivity ot enly by making work more
labor-intensive, it ty making it more ereative, which
would mean Lrading off some of the standardized mass
production of todsy's industrial society for moro
aytiszn . type of work.

Of course, these two methods do not exelude each other tut are
both very smensible reactions to the changing structure of werld
economie relatlions at the same time asa they may constituite solutions

to problems of material cverdevelopment snd non-material under-

development, Ur, do these countries need vars to digoever sali=: . -

relisreoe?

11, Self-relijanee in sgociglizst countrics,.

Tn the Second world ecountries, the socialist world, the
protvlens will bo put differently. There 1s muck less dependence
on the Third world for trade, and ome zanmot as yet walk zbout
any meierial ovordevelopment except in sone elite segnents of
those sccictie=. On the contrary, there ars patteras of meterial
mnderdsveopqent, not In the fields of schooling, wedical dweate

ment and olothing, tuot definitely in the field of ohelter and food.
Especicly where the letyer iz concerned the contrast betweesn
fhinegs G Soviet achievements in the field would poinit fo the

simniticanees of Aocal gelf-poliance, fhisz night one dsy constituie

(28]
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a very powerful zource of motivation, even spearheaded by peasant
revolts {of which Eastern Furope has a long history), @ut there is
alsc considerable motivation to be found in the non-material under-
development of the socialist countries in Fasterm Hurcpe - boih

in the fields of slienation (which they would share with the
eapitalist countries in Western Furope) snd indeed in the field

of represzion. More scope for lecal initiative, for designing

and practicing one's life according to onefs own inclinations,
without for that reason wanting to return to eczpitalizml It may
well ba thot this kind of motivation would be mozst strongly felt
among intellectuals - which btrings us back to the formula of an
allisnce betwgen intelligontsia and peasants ez one possible formule
for the mobilizstion for self~reliance in these countries. In due
time the yearning for more freedom mey lead to new forms of zell-

reliance in China, tun.{Eg}

12, Comelusion
Let uwa now try to sumrarize. We have been working analyti-
pally with

three lgvels of eelf-relisnce! local, unational, regional,
with toe judividual level anderdying it all,

five slapes in the politieal yprecesct: oonsciousness and
Lobllisatioy conirontetion/ strigeie/ tranacenicnee,

two fields of motivation: moterial and non-material

three woridar the third, whe first, the second -
and Tnec fourth in the backsround: China.

ind what we have tried to do is o fndicate how they can &ll be
seon a3 elemernts in an histories! procesa that has been going on
for some time, thit unveils itsell before cur eyoz and in all
procability will gain more momentum in tke fuoture. The hasic point
in the present anaivsis is not that it contalng more elcocments or
ideze about what sgelf-reliance could he, but that en effort is
wmade o establish some kKind of relatively credible geenzrio fox
how it o=y proceed to more levels, invelwe more phages in the
political srocess, and spresd gecographically to new areasn, all the
time liberating more people, nore effectively, in mpore flelds,
pertly be demoliching anti-selfreliant structures, partly by the

inspirsslon cf good exsmples, in large aress ol the world.

o douli oiz prosess will get siuck mony tissz on the way, baing
limited Lo one level,{eg. fhe regional or the nsticnal) to one
phagse o1y (eZ., the talkirgfweiling phage, ecnzeipuzress-Ilormmtion
oLly ), wa cua fleld (the material heeds of kupaniind), 4o one part
of the world (the YThird world). In saying this, howeyer, we ars




already referring to the past: we are far beyond this combination,
But we are alzo very far away from overturning dependency patterns,
creating a world of self-reliasnce at all levels, in all fields,

in all parts of the world. '

Nevertheless it ig strongly felt that this movement will
continue, and not only because self-reliance seems to speak so
mich better to the humen condition in all parts of the world than
any other short formmla in today's arsenmal, of supermarket, of
politieal slogans. It is this: gelf-reliance as o method is
entirﬁlr comnatible with gelf~reliance as a2 gonl. It i3 8o
different from competitive, social darwinist eapitalism or totali-
tarian, reprezsive sccialism with all thelr lofty talks and visions
of liberating human creativity and bringing sbout the brotherhood/
sisteriood of all; while in reality forping new chaina of enslave—
ment, It is so different that we would like to conclude by para-
phrasingiﬁﬂ}una of the greatestthinkers and practitioners in the
field, neaxt to Mao Tse-tung {znd much legs diffevent from him than
peonle btend to think), M.K. Gandhi, streszsing the wnity of zeals and
mesna: there is no road to self-reliance =~ zelf-pelisnce iz the read.

ooe e
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FQOTES

* This paper grew out of the Seminar on self-reliance
organized at the Institut d'études du développement, Geneva,
winier and summer term 1976. 1 am desply indebted to 2ll the
participants in the seminar for the discussions, and particu-
larly to Peter 0'Brien and Roy Preiswerk. ADove all, however,
my gratifude should be te all those who made an encounter with
the Chinese experience, indeed strugsle, for a gelf-relisant
existence after a century of humiliation - and at all levels,
individual, communzl, provineizl, country-wide - pozaible.

1, TFor one insniring ariicle about Chinese galf-reliance :
asee Tony Durham, "Think Big, Think Lititle", in Feler Harper et al.,
#adical Tecknology, London, 1975, The Chinese have for a long
TTre mode the dlatiction between yang fa ("forelgn wayenl,

t'u fz {"earth methods") and hsiv fa (Tentlrely new methods” )

Aed Lhe idea of combining them, wolking on not only two, but

many legs .

2. John Gittlmgs, in his article "Feeping the Counicy on hiz Toes",
The Guardian, 20 Msy 1976, writes: " The Fatherly Leader, Kim I Sung,
Hag 1n Tac post Lthiyiy yeard visited 2.896 places in Eorea in give
Or the Spot Guidance. Soms nlaces he has visited more than once,
malking & grand total of 9,070 tines”. bnfortunately there is
usually ecme reiatiounship belween this ingrodibly high level of
mobilisvation of a no deubt very dsidicated leadsr and some kind

of demobilizatior of the people. Cltiings alsd argues agaipst

the ides that juche should mesn self-reliapes;but L does mean

that "peonle rother thon thingn are rszarded az the essense or
mainstay of development.

3. In these sountries 1% 1z kmowz under such rames as "the gresn
wave", Wgreen socialisg®,"sopnlism™, and the palitical momentum is
often carried by the youth movewents or perasantal partien, T Fenorelly
parties pariicularly sirong in the pountryRide and mow  looling
Ter o mew, Eire corprehensive politicsl bonis. Characterisgtlic of
them, &8 one o ke mept imoertant authers in the field, the
Korweogicon poafecser ol secielogy anc pelltician fHtar Erox, has
pointéd cub 1a the idea of toking fhe commun %y as the basis Tar
politiea? theory snd practies, not tha sectach o5 iibcrels/capl-
talints de, or Ahe classes as marrist/soelalists de. A soclely

carn he aonelysed in Terce of scohora and clasces, Lut politieal
grechice siomg such Llnes will ierd to be gliitract, aoove the level
uf the comianity with which peoonic can fdentify. To faenzs only

o the ccumniiy, however, leaves out the nolilounal sesior and

elsga c.oiioite,  Ih shopld also be pointed out that Tirox himsaif

i a lcriln: gpambar of the Korwegioa sogialist parsy.

4. Tre Jeeovyoc declaration, siroulated ag o General Assepuly doranenty
The procise wording in the part of the Dowoyoo declanraticn sreliing
ot natt ocelispoa izt "Phe ideml we nesd iz oA huracdiacd, GLODEDE-
Five vovlaz i which sach part is & center, liowing of ThE DELONLSE

af notuldr olse, in partiershiz with nasure &7l in Eolicdarity WiITn
futurs eserational,
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5. The alternative would be a less intercennected world which
wonld be diffienlt, perhaps even impossible given the high popu-
lation density relstive to the pre-1500 world. Hence, the argu-
ment in this paper is not againzt inter-comnection, but against
their present struciture: they have to be redirected and become
more eguitable. Izolationism is net identical with self-reliance.

G. As pointed nEt the ﬂhigEEE Fepple's commyme Seems to be of
the magnitude 1o tte:m},Ta {brigade) and 107 {(the commume itself =
around 10.000). As to wjamda (meaning "family-hood" in swahill}):
"The size of an ujama'a village depands on fthe land availatle,
and the nunber of people in each village ranges Trom 50 to 4,000,
although 500 to 2.500 iz pormally viswsd asg the desirable village
Eige" ?"Eﬂlf-reliance and uwisma'a: Tanpsnia's developmant stratogy",
ty J.H.J. Maeda and Tbrahim i, noa in What How?, The 1975 Dag
Fammarskjfld feport on Development and Internaoilonal Cooperation,
L+ 54-5%}.E A%au sie Jimmgﬂmu-faﬂ%k% "Tanainign(}g?y to Salr-inﬂi

: e & @ -
R R A P
Te There ore some_countries today with a population in the order
of magnitude of 105 {above 100 millien), Mhey chould he rogarded
ag regions - some of them morve successivlly Integrated than otiers
rather than as countries, particelarly since - with the partial
axcaption of China - they are all highly eultinational.

2, Tho inclusion of the magnibade inle (ten hillion and ahove)
implies that this ie regarded as an accepiable population Lipure

9, To tzke but twe ecxamples: 9il and sunzhilne 2z sotornen of
cnerey,. The Iess develcoed ¢ountries axp probably al=o the
cauntries with moant sumehineg, whick may indicate that $he energy
balance of the world would furm in thoir faver if societies berame
uors sun=bosed thowm they are, On the cther boand, this also
axpiier to oil, which pives & clue to tho obvioves stratery of

the rich ecowmtric=s in grizr fto preserve the prasent "order:

to rong2clize the comverters - asoumizg fhoy carrot bay the pun-
chize tho noms wayr 44z hought the oil (they msy send the clouds

In thet directien, thovpghl.

TO. T thne bocic Twavning from 4le Ohisese Fognle (Johan Goldtung
Ayl ianlka Flsideize, Gsio, TUYD = 32 ar avallable in Horwveginn,
Parizh oni Swedizh eciticn) the wesition taken 1& trat Chinsae
gulture and hictory were necegsary cozmditicrs for the Orinena
;aiﬁﬂrﬁz Tl geli-rzlionce -~ certainly not for s=lf-reliarce as
such,

11, Thir iz slaberszted in Johsn Caltung, T T-ue Werlds: & FPrans-
netionzl Movapsetive, MNew Tork, 19T7%; chanior £.%.

12, See tre Cocoyos declarpntion for formelzions,

1%. In the ciee of China, az poeintfed out by Zartaj Azis (in a
eommmication 1o the Fifth iorld Mtaee Studieg Cenleretce,
Tubrovymils &8 March - 2 Awril 1976}, thore in a trade-a”7 wotueen
eLusl ity ond tTne freedom to chindse occipaticn, ptracsttly slso o
cnonse thi: place fo work, to live, n the owwar nzul, Shurs Ls

oongidornble [resdem ef expreszion sand imprsslipes, rethzr otaor
countriss will malke similar or diffoprcnt tooie-elfs on tono war to
solferolionen remains to be seen,. Sooothir | wmoiabiy bos to be
caepilioc s azforg & sociely witH meazomanle ew i, gcounonic
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14, The present suthor has some experionce with the former
Inde~Yorwegian fizheries project in Kerala, India {zsee CERES,
f6.41, 1974). During a short follow-wp study in Jamary 1976
it becams clear that the proletariszotion of the local fisherman
population had gome even Turther, malking it likely that in some
years they may no longer be able to engage in regular fishing,
being entirely dependent con the export market, even on inter-
natipnal irade. oShrimps, prewns and lobster — in short lusury
sea~food - play the same role relative Ho houwshold fish as
lwxury cash crops relative te staple food products,

15, Thiz does not exelude individual self-reliance in the sense
that individuals or very amall groups (familiss, what in the
West is celled "eommmnes") alse can be owmers of means of pro-
gucktion, land, and their own labor as long as they produce Tor
owrt consumption and do not exploit othars. There iz nothing in
gsolf-reliance ideclopy against the fawily farm - but the fondal
Tand-ownor is rTuled out. Hor iz there anything against mmall-
geale capitalism - if poaasible.

iy
16. This is/the Yugoslav experiment to some sppears ags mictd™
aonialism combined o with mscre-capitaiisn:  a bigh dewvel ol
sharing in decigion-making inside the facfory, elf., cbout how
the Tactory shall partlcipate in what may one day becoie indis-
tinguishable from a capitalist marked.

17. 'ire clazsic hicre in the book by kropotllin,

eontainivg visions very similar to what today 1o tro practice

in Ohinese peetle’s comminzd. Wikl nne day the picturs of

Steiin disenrvear in faver of en ozazsr great ussign = on The

walls in Uhinears cesauncn = orT will, i the seirit of self-relinrcs
- penteelty Gl he Jovedrors i tne lzusl Mard=lngsel selnrine
dtnlis itans Teo-ting guis i b diszpoeart

18, fialke +the crzacie of & fourist agency. The Yugoalav nodel
would pravife Jor os oftn Alzcuasion Lewvweon guides, deorTerarien,;
apivers, o¢ler o b mamepgers - bat taerz iz nothing in tho nmodel
thas wasdd sadwenses e anelusion of a rather lmportant grousd
tan tour. zicv. 4 Seli-rzlissce model Zocwssing on the toifol eydls
wauld builo thoir wecizodipation into say model of deelsion—~railing.

16, Seoz Ygzli-reltaneon and gletal Iwniszodependence: Scme felleg-

tions o bie o4 lutoroational Zecomamic Order", FPapers, Coalir in
e ' mee mam s TRy e h 'I:I' i.. TR ar f {'J = [
drexfi et awmd Fooge Yooeareh, Taivercity of Osle, k.

2N, Fay gv. sxploveticn of thiz, sze Johan Gallunsg, ey L=west
Soelrdiy oo Loeuiiniions 4 Seeptical Comtribution', Jouonal of
Srane wa o amzon, 190,

- — e

1, Mmis imcoribumnt gecup of Third Werld intellzocimala I5 an
zxxalloay gnveiae 0f 2 new acskor crgated as the dynamice ef

Guicd ok aslr-relisrece cets on the way. Trolr wealmess is Snst
Ay, tTus S0 Wie Sredition of intellcetuals, are much sirobhger

on mesionzl and aaxcionsl self-reiiance thsm on Tocal seaT-ioo oo,
Ay Lm vy atan uesk on the theory of Intellscdunls ema ALY
ciioinn te fcon,Lituito oo rew plagg. Cok Tisw nt intelloowa iy o

Glonns G rlgnecy lisbked to toe rics of ine netionegss.s fnd Gniswes
tipes caritoiisn emell cormenities 2re less dependeni on InTodlinee

turl, orclyouis.
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22, Ho doubt there is muech to learn from these pericds,

especially as to satisfaction of basic material needs, and

neads for identity. DBut the isszuve is not well put: the issus

is whether one can have some of the positive sides of those

periods in human history without alaze having to accept the

negative aspects. Thus, 111 health is hardly s necessary concomitant.

23, The experience with the four best lmown Third Werld
countrizs $hat are socialist (Cuba, China, North-Vietnam and
¥orth-Eorea) seems to indicate that periods from § fo 25 yealrs
are sufficient to bring the massez in countries at the boittom
of the world capitelist aystem over an acceptable floor thare
basic necessities are concerned.

24, ALl parts of a sentence Like that are wrong: & self-reliance
ia reflected in some leftist intellectuals - and zome value-
conservative intellectuals too.-but as practice it is wery much
the product ef the East, and of intellectuals &nd non-intellectuals
glike. The record of gelf-reliant vs. depondent countries

serves to indlecate that the maszes in the latter carmot afford
to stay dependents that & change towarda self-reliavies iz a necessity.

25. For an example of a4 cynical and 11l-informod artiele about
gelf-relianoe, from the beginning to end chapacterized by human
digconcern, se¢oc 0.F, Eindleberger, "™orld Popullam™, Aflantic
Bponomio Jouwrnal, Vol. IIXI, ne.2, 1975, pp. 1/7. (A very minor
polnt: tne present author la referred fto as "a Marxist soclologing
by the name of JdJohann Galtung" - which makes fthree errors in one
line. One car bo inopired by Moarxism andg yet feel that more is
needed a2z 2 guide to practice in our complex world; soclology

i3 certalnly too limited - hence approackes like peace resesrgh
snd development gtwdies; on the other hand, ocone n 18 enoigh) .

26, A typilecal erxamplc ic catastrophe aid and the agpressivensss
with which China's lack of interest 1n receiving zuch ald upom
the earthquake that shattered Targnhan 29 July 15976. But 2o
muich of China's policies are deaizued precisely tc meet such
calamities on a gelf-reiian basia, very woil kmowing that cata-
strophé aid ia one of the instmeonts used by rich cpuntries

to forge dependence - although at tiae same time no dovhé a2leo
dictzted By selfless considerationz. Perlaps most inportant,
widerl ining how salf=relisnce Is a psyeho-politicsl rather than
merely an economic cateszcry, is the attitude with which the

- Chinese people zeexn to 2e able 1o face such gituations: practical,
non-panleky - melf-reliznt.

27, It i3 lnferesting io note how the two bilg Westernm powers,
Unitcd States and ths Soviet Union, boih zeem to azsume thet
Thins f2 not on Ber owll S2ocial Aislectic Dut wlll asve to Zo
throug» e supe stoges that they thinx they have bsen fhrough.
The Amzrican assumetlon is typieally that ke present Chineze
aystert of zell-reliance will yisld when fthe GNP /eapita conss wpi
tThe doviet ansemstien that it will disappear wien China comss
ot of her przsont "séalinistt phese and exnters the nore tochno-
gratic shases lhat succeeded it in the Esvied Union.

o
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25, Jimoh Omc-Tolala in "Ezcape Route for the FoorBadical Techaplowy

Boyle ari Taovoer, eds., pp.249-253) guotes ine cxamples ot
China, Torzonia, Albania,. North Kores, Vietnam, Burma

and Combodia as examples of self-gsovorning, solf-regulating,
gelf-rupporting economic tructures., He also arpues against
the Soviet medel elaiming that 2t is authoritarisn, enforced;
that the pace of growth for asriculivre is wvery low - “"yielda
- — gtill compare unfevarabtly with those of 19137, snd that
the system has led to incressing precccupailon with material
~posseszion and the emergenis of new end privilegzed clasnos.

29, (nme is thinking particularly of forma that wonldé permit
more freedeom of cholce of eccupation, vlace and work and poerhans
in general more individual cresativity in ereating one's own
lifestyle, in full selidarity with others.

%0, The original reads: "Thove is ne road to peacte, peace
ig the road®.
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